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We are  pleased to bring you this month’s news round-up.  Public consultations are clearly
popular at the moment as we have news of another public consultation - this month it relates to
the review of the existing PGN 5/2(12) statutory guidance for crematoria.  You can find details
on the next page on how to respond.  

Congratulations to the Loncon Cremation Company’s team at The Garden of England
Crematorium on their 20th anniversary.  It was a pleasure to be part of their celebrations and to
see many people there to pay tribute to the team for providing such an excellent service to their
community.   More details on page 5.

Later in this news review, you can also find details on how to order this year’s Directory of
Crematoria which I am delighted to announce is now available in digital format.  Great news for
the environment and for all those who have been asking us to provide this as an online
publication.  It is an excellent resource for those working in the funeral sector, so do consider
placing an order via our website.

https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#Directory
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Our annual Directory of Crematoria is available now. Please
visit our website for more information and to order your

copy via our online form.
 

NOW AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL FORMAT!!
Read more at:

https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#directory

https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#directory
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publication-order-form
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#directory


3

GOVERNMENT NEWS

CREMATORIA NEWS
Members of North Yorkshire Council’s strategic planning committee voted against the
Westerleigh Group’s plan to site a crematorium in open countryside at Sand Hutton,
north of York, beside the A64, after hearing it could impact on nationally important
research undertaken at the neighbouring York Biotech Campus. An agent for the firm had
told the meeting there was an established need for the facility as the former Ryedale
district area does not have a crematorium and current crematoria in the surrounding area
were working “over capacity”. However, the meeting was told the 13 scientific
organisations based at the campus, which represented “a critical piece of national
infrastructure” had objected to the proposal. Sheriff Hutton and Derwent division
councillor Caroline Goodrick told the meeting the applicants had failed to demonstrate
sufficient qualitative need for the crematorium to justify siting it on a rural greenfield site
and their proposal had in fact received scant support from funeral directors in the area.  
Councillors added while the venture appeared to be targeted towards York’s population,
the city already had a centrally located crematorium which most of its residents would
prefer to use and there was no issue with volume of provision on alternative sites. To read
the complete article, please go to: The York Press website.

The Department for Environmental, Food and
Rural Affairs (Defra) has launched its public
consultation to seek views on the review of the
existing Public Guidance Notes (PG 5/2 (12)).   The
deadline for responding to the consultation is 3rd  
December 2023 and you can provide your
response via the online survey portal on the
Defra website.

https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/23847847.crematorium-plan-rejected-amid-a64-safety-concerns/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/consultation-on-crematoria-guidance-review/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/consultation-on-crematoria-guidance-review/
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CREMATORIA NEWS

Work has begun on a £9.6m crematorium in Derbyshire. Plans for the Roseland Park and
Crematorium, in Shirebrook, were initially approved in September 2022 and a ground-
breaking ceremony has finally taken place to mark the launch of construction work with plans
for the site to be completed by spring 2025. Bolsover District Council Leader, Councillor Steve
Fritchley said, “This is partnership working at its best, as the town council have donated the
land and our own company, Dragonfly Development Ltd, are building it for the benefit of local
people.” A large site off Common Lane, next to Shirebrook Cemetery, has been earmarked for
the project, which will include a main crematorium building, a wake facility, florist kiosk and
takeaway refreshments, car parking and both formal memorial gardens and informal parkland
to provide a beautiful landscape and biodiversity for the site. The aim is also to achieve a
BREEAM ‘excellent’ accreditation (an environmental accreditation for environmental
efficiency) after the council identified plans to support carbon neutrality. The project also
hopes to provide new employment and training opportunities throughout the construction
phase and once the site is completed it is also expected to create eight new jobs for people
working at the facility. To read the full article, please head to: The Derbyshire Times website.

The High Court has quashed plans for what would have been one of the largest crematoriums
in the UK. A controversial plan to build the Atlantic View Crematorium on a 5.8-hectare rural
site next to the A39 at Poundstock, near Bude, was granted by the council’s strategic
planning committee last November, despite hundreds of objections from local residents.
However, objectors questioned the viability of the project and said that it was in the wrong
location, claiming that it could have a major impact on residents and on the tourism industry
in the area. Two local residents Gemma Watton and Jonathan Cameron challenged the
council’s decision to allow the crematorium and following a judicial review at the High Court
in London last week, judge Sir Duncan Ouseley found in their favour and quashed the
permission. The court found that the planning officer’s report gave a seriously misleading
overall impression of the evidence concerning the project’s viability. The risk that the
crematorium might not be fully used needed to be spelled out. The judge also found that the
planning officer’s report in respect of the transport benefits of the plan was significantly
misleading and expressed no clear conclusion as to whether the proposal complied with
certain landscape and environmental protection policies. To read the full article, please go
to: The Falmouth Packet website. 

https://www.derbyshiretimes.co.uk/business/work-gets-underway-on-ps96m-derbyshire-crematorium-scheme-aimed-at-easing-the-strain-on-other-facilities-4365889
https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/23847245.high-court-overrules-new-crematorium-cornwall-bude/?ref=twtrec
https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/23847245.high-court-overrules-new-crematorium-cornwall-bude/?ref=twtrec
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The current prohibition on establishing any privately-run crematorium in Northern Ireland is
not unlawful, a Court of Appeal has ruled. Senior judges rejected claims by a Co Tyrone man
that rules which allow only local councils to operate cremation facilities are irrational.  
Northern Ireland currently only has two crematoria, located at Roselawn on the outskirts of
Belfast and on the Doagh Road in Newtownabbey, Co Antrim. The facilities are run by Belfast
City Council and Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council respectively under the terms of
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 1985. Legal action
was mounted by Oliver Hughes, who had researched and purchased equipment for setting up
a privately-operated crematorium close to his native Carrickmore. Mr Hughes believed there
was a need to provide such a service to families in western areas and that he could make it into
a profitable business. But Article 17 of the Order prohibits and criminalises anyone other than
a local council from providing and maintaining a crematorium. Earlier this year the High Court
dismissed his application for judicial review. Appealing that ruling, counsel for Mr Hughes
contended that the prohibition limits the burial choices available to the population in
Northern Ireland. Rejecting Mr Hughes’ appeal, the judge concluded: “Government ministers
and departments, unless specifically empowered by legislation to do so, are not legally
competent to alter any provision of extant litigation.” To read more on this story, please go to:
The Irish News website.

A new, multi-million-pound crematorium has hosted its first services. Shay Grange in Heaton
is replacing Nab Wood Crematorium as Bradford Council’s main crematorium in the North of
the District. The crematorium has cost almost £9 million, and is part of a wider programme to
upgrade the District’s ageing crematoria. It has been built on a green belt site – the Council
argued this was necessary as rules dictate crematoria cannot be built close to homes or main
roads. Ceremonies are held in a large hall that can be subdivided to cater for both larger and
smaller, more intimate ceremonies, with the caterfalque in the centre. The crematorium will
also be the new home for the Council’s bereavement services. For the first time all the District’s
burial records have been collected into one location. Some of these records date back as far as
1857. The landscaped area around the crematorium acts as a garden of remembrance. To read
the full article, please go to: The Telegraph & Argus website.

https://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/news/northernirelandnews/2023/10/05/news/prohibition_on_establishing_any_privately-run_crematorium_in_northern_ireland_is_not_unlawful-3671592/content.html
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/23849359.services-begin-new-heaton-crematorium-monday/


The Garden of England Crematorium celebrated 20 years of being open and have
served the local community and surrounding areas. To help mark this milestone, families,
colleagues (old and new), the original landowner, the Deputy Mayor of Swale, along with
many more, were invited on Sunday 17th September to come along to join in with what
had been planned for the afternoon.

The Acting General Manager, Kerry Hanson, opened the afternoon with a few words in the
chapel and was then followed by Ken Lindsay, The London Cremation Company’s
Chairman, who thanked everyone for attending the afternoon’s event.

Deputy Mayor of Swale Ben J Martin, kindly planted a weeping willow tree to mark the
Crematorium being open for 20 years. A commemorative leaf was fixed to the new metal
memorial mulberry tree that had been installed in the grounds by The Columbaria
Company.

The BAE brass band were playing whilst everyone congregated for refreshments and
cutting of the anniversary cake, as well as enjoying looking around the vintage hearses
that were being showcased by two local funeral directors, along with the horse and
carriage who were originally the first horse drawn hearse to come through the gates back
in 2003. An enjoyable afternoon had by all!
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If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers. Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Current advertisers in Pharos International

The CDS Group offer our clients a complete solution of in-house
environmental, design and planning services covering Cemeteries and
Crematoria, Parks and Leisure, and Environmental Solutions

The Columbaria Company - specialists in the production of
personalised memorial artwork and after cremation memorials.
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Capital Refractories is a leading manufacturer and supplier of refractory
materials offering bespoke design and installation solutions for cremation
and incineration systems.

Edge IT Systems are market leaders in the supply of cloud based
software solutions. Our Epitaph software with digital mapping is
specifically designed for cemetery and crematorium facilities
management. 

https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/
https://www.thecdsgroup.co.uk/
https://edgeitsystems.com/epitaph/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.thecdsgroup.co.uk/
https://www.thecdsgroup.co.uk/
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://edgeitsystems.com/epitaph/


If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

Greenbridge Designs - from individual memorials to complete
garden schemes, Greenbridge produce a range of memorials that 
will seamlessly fit into existing schemes as well as some that will 
create a stunning alternative.

Current advertisers in Pharos International

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

IFZW is an established manufacturer of cremator and emission 
filter systems.

Fordingbridge - designers, manufacturers and installers of innovative
canopies and walkways.

Facultatieve Technologies - over 140 years of experience in the design,
construction and maintenance of cremation and filtration equipment.

F G Marshall supplied the very first Book of Remembrance to Woking
Crematorium in 1938. To this day technology still hasn’t replaced the
precision, skill and touch of the human hand.
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Harkness Roses have been breeding and growing over 200 varieties of
exquisite British Roses for more than 140 years. These repeat flowering
disease resistance roses are now available bare root for Autumn
planting.

http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/
https://harknessrosecompany.com/
https://harknessrosecompany.com/


Current advertisers in Pharos International

If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Treske - one of the UK’s leading makers and suppliers of bespoke
crematorium furniture and soft furnishings.

Welters - interment and memorial specialists.
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PlotBox is an international death care management solution that
facilitates cemeteries and crematoria in operating to world-class
standards through integrated software and georectified mapping
modules.

OrthoMetals - a family owned and operated business, recycling metals
remaining after cremation.

Obitus - provider of bereavement technology services, delivering music,
webcast and tributes for families, funeral directors and leading funeral
venues throughout the UK.

https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
https://www.plotbox.io/en-gb/
https://www.plotbox.io/en-gb/
http://www.orthometals.com/
http://www.orthometals.com/
https://www.obitus.com/
https://www.obitus.com/


You can contact us at:

The Cremation Society
Brecon House (1st Floor)

16 Albion Place
Maidstone

Kent  ME14 5DZ

01622 688292/3
info@cremation.org.uk
www.cremation.org.uk

If you do not wish to receive future newsletters from us, please email us at info@cremation.org.uk and
simply type 'STOP' in the heading

The views expressed in the Editorial comments are those of the Editor and unless specifically stated otherwise, are not the
official views of the Cremation Society.  No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of articles reproduced in this

newsletter.

If you have any news you would like us to consider for future newsletters, please do
contact us at info@cremation.org.uk

https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/cremsoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cremation-society-of-great-britain

